988                            CIVIC LIFE
fancy republics, but it is not communism- The bed-rock of the communistic principle is equality of enjoyment for all members, coupled with an equality of responsibility for the well-being of the whole society. The fundamental basis of village life in its palmiest days was the due subordination of castes and classes to a scheme which was nowhere, and at no time, worked out with feudal precision, but which acquired strength or weakness, according to the amount of resistance which village institutions were called on to exert in antagonism to a strong or weak central and military power. The village had no military organisation or history, but it had marvellous powers of passive resistance. And its relation to the central power was not usually that of branches that supply nourishment to a tree, or that of a large number of tiny rills, whose flow goes towards the augmentation of the strength and volume of some mighty river. On the contrary, the village community looked upon the central power much as a tree (if it could think) would look upon the parrots and mainas that feed on its fruit. There was no intolerance, and no chafing, so long as no more than customary contributions were levied, but there was distinctly a feeling of aloofness, a consciousness that the structure of the village community was quite independent of the central power.
There is, therefore, no paradox in the fact that the most beautifully-organised structure of the village community led to no advance in civic